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Contributions for future issues to Phil by the end of the month

EDITOR: Phil Silk October 2017

Sunday 8th October 10:45am - Service led by Ann Peart, retired minister, former UCM Principal 
and GA President  F&R Jenny
Sunday 22 October 10:45am - Service led by the Fincham Family, formerly very involved in the 
life of this church.  F&R Trevor; shared meal
Sunday October 29 10:45 am - Fifth Sunday programme on Climate Change led by Emeritus 
Professor Geoff Levermore, who led ur service last February.  F&R Joyce and Phil

October Schedule

Sunday 16th October - Unitarian Day of Prayers for Peace

Sunday 29th October  12:30-5:30 - Conference on Balfour Declaration and its continuing impact 
on the lives of Palestinians  Equality Hall, 77 Raymond St Hanley.  Details from Phil

27th January - 3rd February - Findhorn Unitarian Experience Week. Details from Phil

Other Dates to Note
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REPORTS
October 9,10 
Anniversary weekend. 
OMH has been delighted to 
welcome over 100 old friends 
and new to celebrate its heritage 
and its 300th anniversary of 
its building in Lower Street, 
Newcastle. The building is the 
oldest non-conformist church 
in north Satffordshire and was 
rebuilt after a mob led by the 
Mayor had burnt down the old 
building in 1715. The celebrations 
on Saturday the 9th included 
an historical tour attended by 
28 of all ages, led by Andrew 
Dobraszczyc; the Mayor, Simon 

White dramatically unveiled the 
magnificent triple wall hanging 
depicting our history, designed 
by Judy Bridge and produced by 
many local amateurs; animations 
of the burning created by children 
from Seabridge and Blackfriars 
schools; a video of items from our 
history; and two craft projects for 
all ages, with Letting in the Light 
and the Cultural Sisters. Tours 
of the building and refreshments 
were also enjoyed.

Then on Sunday a celebratory 
service was led by Rev Charles 
VanDenBroeder, current 

President of the General 
Assembly , who explored the 
Unitarian way of life. A catered 
lunch followed, with a splendid 
cake made by Jenny Hall a 
bonus.

This fantastic weekend was 
made possible by the support 
of the Heritage Lottery and the 
contribution of various individuals 
and community groups. The 
congregation deeply value this 
support.

Ruth has an extended report 
available for anyone interested.

Sunday 24 September  
Harvest Service led by Phil, who 
explored Harvest, Thanksgiving 
and Thanksliving.  He 
recommended a new mantra, 
“An attitude of gratitude”, as 
an aid to living.  Four readers 
effectively presented relevant 
readings.  Dave played three 
lovely Schumann pieces for us. 
Judy decorated for us and all 
contributed to our gifts of foods.  

Fresh food went to the Stoke 
Salvation Army Hospice; the 
dry foods and £16 cash went to 
ASHA.

Thursday 31 August
Phil and Joyce attended a 
conference at ASHA learning 
about PROJECT 17: a charity 
helping Support Migrants 
with no recourse to Public 
Funds.  Regulations have been 

becoming more restrictive and 
complex, which is tough for 
the caring professions and the 
lawyers, as well as the clients, 
of course. In fact, new rules 
were due to be enforced  by 
April 2017, but keep getting 
postponed as civil servants are 
too busy with Brexit to implement 
them.  Documents are on display 
at church for those who want to 
know more.
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Heritage weekend: Especially good to see familiar faces again.  Apologies, greetings and best 
wishes from some who could not make it for health reasons of differing degrees, such as Frank 
and Doris; Bob and Dorothy; Pat Skinner; Michael Dadson; and Nicky.

Phil has had the sad news that Bob Foulkes passed away on 26th September. Details to follow.

Lynn Stopani fell and damaged her arm, so she had to cancell a trip to Canada.  Did manage to 
attend both weekend events, though.

Sassan, now even taller than his father, has achieved his degree in Astro-Physics, which he 
now decribes as ‘boring’ (at first it was ‘very difficult’.  He is now pursuing a Master’s degree in 
Theoretical Physics.  Good luck! Good to meet his long-time girlfriend again, too.

Pleased to hear Angel Howard’s biopsy was clear.  Relief all round.

Jacky fell and broke her wrist which will take weeks to heal, apparently.  
Poor Pete is now family chauffeur.

Starting Thursday, September  28 the delayed emergency repairs will commence: first the 
installation of the new fire escape, followed by the drainage project, being completed in one week.

The latest on the Building grant application is more delays and clarification of the current system.  It 
is likely to be spring before we know if we have been selected to progress to applying for Stage Two: 
full funding.  If not, we shall have to consider what to do next.  If we do pass stage One, we will be 
given a small amount to enable us to develop the complex application and supporting community 
activities. Do you ever make a New Year’s wish list?

Charity collections continue.  Please give dry goods, especially rice and cooking oil, to ASHA and 
cash to the Boarding Scholarship for a student in a Ugandan Humanist School.  They also need 
money for new buildings, as success breeds success, especially in such an underdeveloped 
country. Steve Hurd is our contact.

Time to turn back the clocks again, October 28/9.  Would not want to be early for church, would 
we; might miss the bus...

REMINDERS
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Religion in the UK
“47% of British people say they are religious -  record low.  When the British Social 

Attitudes Survey first asked the question in 1983, 69% said they were religious.  29% 0f 
18-24 year olds are religious compared to 73% of over 75s.

- (“The Week”, 9.9.17)

AHA

“The larger the island of knowledge, the longer the shoreline of wonder.”

- Huston Smith

Sacred
Gratitude is more than a feeling...It is a way of life...Gratitude is more than simply 

acknowledging our gifts.  It takes the form of using lovingly what has been given us, of 
assisting the process of life by transforming the gifts bestowed into gifts rendered.

Thus genuine gratitude is realised in our deeds, in the manner in which we share our gifts 
with others, in the quality of our contribution to making the world a more liveable place,  It 
is for this reason that Thanksgiving is important.  But it must be integral to the celebration 

of each moment, to see how we hallow each day of our life not merely in passing 
recognition of a single day of the year.

- Harry Hoehler.

QUOTES

Saturday 21st October
6pm onwards 
If joining the parade 6-6.15pm at the MH. 
Parade starts at the MH 6.30pm Lantern parade 
starting and ending at the Meeting House. 
Parade will last approx 40 mins. Murdok will 
escort with his megaphone to create the feel of  
people walking down to the Meeting House with 
torches and tell people some of the history of 
the burning of the building as they walk. Musical 
entertainment will talke place with refreshments 
when people arrive back at the Meeting House. 
A lantern making workshop will take place 
on Tuesday 17th October 2.30pm-6.30pm in 
the Meeting House. Workshops in Seabridge 
Primary and Blackfriars Special Schools are 
also taking place.

Saturday 28th October
2.30pm 
Talk on the History of the Meething House by 
Andrew Dobraszczyc

Friday 8th December
7.30pm
Talk on the history of the Orme School by 
Andrew Dobraszczyc

December
TBC
Evening musical performance by the Boatband

Saturday 10th March 2018 
End of HLF project celebration


